GTfje  Serine  of  Patriots 

PETERSBURG,   ILLINOIS 


Utfyt  g>t)ritte  of  patriots; 

Petersburg,  Illinois, — the  Early  Home  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

"Old  Salem!  loveliest  village  of  the  plain; 
Where  health  and  plenty  cheered  the  laboring  swain. 
Where  smiling  spring  its  earliest  visit  paid, 
And  parting  summer's  lingering  bloom  delayed." 

The  beautiful  city  of  Petersburg,  Illinois,  has  become  the  shrine  of  patriots  of  all 
nations.  Here  lies  the  village  of  New  Salem,  now  called  Old  Salem,  the  early  home 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  six  years  during  the  formative  period  of  his  character. 

It  nestles  among  the  hills  surmounting  the  undulating  valley  where  the  classic 
Sangamon  winds  its  tortuous  course,  comprising  a  landscape  that  has  been  selected  by 
artists  of  repute  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  scenes  in  Illinois.  The  mighty  oaks  that 
lift  their  gnarled  limbs  in  mute  worship  of  their  Creator,  once  comforted  Father  Abra- 
ham, the  Man  of  Sorrows,  as  did  the  oaks  of  Mamre  in  ancient  days. 

It  was  a  small  town.  But  it  gave  birth  to  a  Great  Soul.  The  postoffice  was  author- 
ized in  1829;  Lincoln  arrived,  drifting  down  the  river  aimlessly  in  1831,  and  stranding 
his  boat  upon  the  famous  mill  dam.  This  incident  caused  him  to  abide  at  New  Salem 
for  six  years,  where  he  walked  with  men  of  high  and  low  degree,  but  learned  to  love 
all  men. 

Here  he  clerked  in  the  store,  became  a  merchant  for  himself,  narrowly  avoided 
bankruptcy,  and  utterly  failed  in  commercial  lines.  But  in  the  little  village  he  acquired 
the  only  college  education  he  was  destined  to  receive.  He  studied  grammar,  philoso- 
phy, surveying  and  law  and  learned  to  debate  against  men  of  talent. 

Lincoln  became  recognized  as  a  clever  young  man,  was  appointed  postmaster,  and 
used  his  hat  for  the  office.  He  surveyed  accurately  and  his  monuments  are  yet  used 
as  authority.  He  surveyed  the  City  of  Petersburg  in  1836,  and  gave  the  town  its  name 
after  a  decisive  game  of  seven-up  between  Peter  Lukins  and  George  Warburton, 
founders  of  the  site.  Whether  the  town  should  be  known  as  Georgetown  or  Peters- 
burg, was  decided  by  the  turn  of  one  card. 

It  was  here  that  Lincoln  wooed  the  comely  daughter  of  the  tavern  keeper,  Ann 
Rutledge,  and  here  came  the  great  sorrow  in  her  loss  that  marked  him  with  melancholy 
ever  afterwards.  The  grave  of  Ann  Rutledge  in  a  nearby  cemetery  is  the  mecca  of 
tourists  who  cherish  the  love  story  of  this  great  man. 

With  Lincoln's  departure  for  wider  fields,  New  Salem,  having  served  its  purpose, 
went  into  a  decline,  and  became  a  deserted  village.  Its  cabins  were  moved  to  Peters- 
burg, where  fortunately  several  of  them  were  preserved.  For  years  the  quaint  village 
was  neglected,  but  in  1906,  William  Randolph  Hearst  purchased  sixty  acres  of  the  site 
and  presented  it  in  trust  to  the  Old  Salem  Chautauqua  Association. 

Thereafter,  the  Old  Salem-Lincoln  League  was  organized,  and  its  members  worked 
eight  years  in  attempting  to  restore  the  village.  The  tavern,  the  rude  stores,  the 
log  cabins  now  dot  the  scene  upon  the  identical  spots  where  they  originally  stood. 
Thus  the  world  may  come  and  see  the  environment  in  which  Lincoln  spent  his  young 
manhood. 

The  State  of  Illinois  has  now  taken  over  the  property  and  has  made  it  a  state 
park,  adding  twenty  acres  containing  the  site  of  the  school  house  and  the  old  grave- 
yard. The  state  has  erected  a  stone  museum,  that  does  not  destroy  the  effect  of  the 
landscape  and  a  rare  collection  of  Lincoln  and  Old  Salem  relics  have  been  gathered. 

Patriots  from  every  corner  of  the  world  visit  this  shrine  and  pay  tribute  to  the 
greatest  individual  since  the  coming  of  Jesus.  Schools  and  colleges  set  aside  one  day 
each  year  in  their  curricula,  in  order  that  the  students  may  visit  Old  Salem. 

The  memory  of  Lincoln  is  preserved  at  Old  Salem,  not  in  blocks  of  granite,  nor 
in  marble  replicas  of  his  stature,  but  in  a  reproduction  of  the  simple  life  in  which  he 
lived — the  most  unique  memorial  in  the  world. 


0ib  g>alem  Cfjautauqua 


Just  across  the  river  from  Old  Salem  state  park  is  the  pioneer  of  chautauquas. 
The  Old  Salem  chautauqua  was  founded  in  1808  and  has  been  recognized  nationally 
as  one  of  the  great  chautauquas  of  this  country.  Its  assemblies  held  each  August 
have  led  the  best  people  to  camp  at  the  park  until  it  has  become  a  noted  summer  resort 
for  people  of  culture. 

The  Chautauqua  park  contains  cottages  enough  to  house  2500  people  and  a  hotel 
is  provided  for  those  who  do  not  wish  to  camp.  A  lake  and  an  athletic  field  provide 
recreation  for  the  energetic  vacationist.  The  lake  and  the  Sangamon  river  furnish 
fine  fishing. 

Despite  the  radio  and  the  automobile.  Old  Salem  Chautauqua  yet  flourishes  and 
ranks  high  as  an  educational  institution.  A  summer's  outing  here  will  benefit  you 
physically  and  spiritually. 


CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE 
Old  Salem  Chautauqua,  Petersburg,  1 11  i r 
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The  love  story  of  Lincoln  and  Ann  Rutledge  will  live  as  long  as  the  world  loves 
lovers.  Cynics  have  attempted  to  cast  doubt  upon  the  depth  of  feeling  that  Lincoln 
bore  for  Ann  Rutledge,  but  the  older  settlers  of  Old  Salem  never  doubted  his  attach- 
ment and  his  sorrow  in  her  death. 

The,g"rave  of  Ann  Rutledge  is  located  at  Oakland  cemetery  at  the  southern  edge 
of  Petersburg,  Illinois.  A  great  stone  marks  the  grave  with  an  appropriate  epitaph 
written  by  Edgar  Lee  Masters,  a  former  Petersburg  boy,  and  the  author  of  Spoon 
River  Anthology. 

Near  the  grave  of  Ann  Rutledge  is  the  grave  of  Bowling  Greene,  the  Justice  of 
the  Peace  at  New  Salem,  who  kept  Lincoln  in  his  home  during  his  sorrow. 

Readers  of  the  Spoon  River  Anthology  will  also  discover  upon  surrounding  grave- 
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Petersburg,  Illinois,  is  situated  twenty-one  miles  northwest  of  Springfield,  and  is 
connected  by  cement  roads  with  the  capital.  It  also  enjoys  excellent  railroad  and  hotel 
accommodations. 

After  Abraham  Lincoln  left  New  Salem  and  began  practising  law,  he  spent  con- 
siderable time  in  the  courts  at  Petersburg,  the  city  that  he  surveyed.  In  the  old  tavern 
he  sat  up  at  nights  telling  stories  and  he  made  several  political  speeches  in  his  later 
campaigns  in  the  courtyard. 

The  city  is  located  on  the  Sangamon  river,  a  mile  and  a  half  noith  of  the  village 
of  Old  Salem  and  is  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  Illinois.  Paved  streets  lead  to  all 
points  of  historical  interest  in  the  community. 

Jfounber  of  tfje  #ranb  &rmp  of  tfje  Republic 

In  Rose  Hill  cemetery,  at  the  eastern  edge  of  Petersburg,  lies  the  mortal  remains 
of  Major  B.  F.  Stephenson,  founder  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

A  great  granite  shaft  was  erected  at  Major  Stephenson's  grave  in  1894,  by  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  thousands  of  veterans  of  that  war  have  visited  the 
tomb,  which  is  easy  of  access  from  Route  43-A  of  the  hard  road  system. 

In  the  closing  days  of  the  war,  Major  Stephenson  conceived  the  idea  of  perpetu- 
ating the  grand  army  of  union  soldiers.  He  worked  without  precedent,  as  no  such 
organization  had  existed  in  this  country. 

With  a  few  friends  he  started  the  first  post  at  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  soon  every 
community  of  veterans  enjoyed  a  post.  Each  Memorial  Day  services  are  held  at  the 
grave  of  Major  Stephenson  by  the  military  orders  and  by  his  former  neighbors  and 
friends  in  Petersburg. 
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Young  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mathematician 
M.  L.  Houser 
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